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The Reporter

Rupert Jones takes a sideways look at the news

There's snow business ke . The big
freeze has kept insumpce company
call centre stall busy this wesk, with
cars slidmg imto trees and lampposts,
& Mo ol Truirst pipes, and (haisands
af people missing Aghts becanse the
s prevented them Fram getting o
the airport. Meanwhile, the Beparter
was hit wilh a blizzard ol weal her-
related press mieases - S0 moTe
desperate than others. Young Grou
-awhllmmmmlﬂw
portfolio management services™ ta
private investors - claimes the SEerian
conditions underling the benefits
aleity livisg. “It has Bean thogs
lucky encagh to llwe in city centres,
close enough 1o walk bo work, who
hiawe baen kefi Balding the seanamy
together,* insists the company, which
1k Chae Qp pOITURIEY 0o promoete s
developments in booathons such ax
London’s Canary Wharf.

veee M A rTing bo Uhe theme Sticking
with thuis, is it just me, of is them
someethiing slightly depressing about
1he Bact that even this wesk's exipems
waather wasn't encugh 1o siop sosme
peaple splashing the cash om stull they
probably don't pesd? Voucher
code website, everydaysale.
gk, reported thal traffic
was up 20% on Monday and
Twesday, *I1 sems a good
proposticn of the six million
peaple who didnt go into
warlkl due to the weather,
wete using the time bo
slwop onlime™ il says.

Tiicket to
deride?
Credit crumch
Ticket

affiers ane
eveiywhete,
Far example,

-

Caold comfiort: Canary Wharl lving

there's Frank Skimmer's Credit Cronch
Cabaret, a series of variely shows at
Lomdon's Lyrk Theatre where every
ticket iz & tenner. But promotersand
s niciien seemm Lo Ahink here areatill
plenty of people willing to ork cut
Irig Bt 19 @et close 1o their kals.
Ticketmaster & fingging Beyance
“meet and greet” packages. whene
vl et T say Bl to the sapersiar
[bealcrwi, have your phofo taken with
Iver aned Wit h the concedt Trom & front
ronw seat. The price? A snip at £1,265
[ s,

Lintle or large 1T even Pao-foc-ane

Lt di W' b
- Feslaiss akira mpt

you ouk, how about one
e you pay whal you
like? The Little
fav in Londan's
Famringdon =
“teaning up

It Blls™ loe
custoneers this
month, and
asking them 1o
just pay what
. theythink
their food amd
service [swarh,
Dwner Peter Dic well
ol present & single
fizeced il by dlinets during

Febwuary, "1 emizely ap cosnch
cusiomer whether they give £100 00 a
penny,” he says, The February menn

- whach includ es foie gras, caviar and
Rl ghak - wegibde™n b il of place al
Michelin-stamed extablishmments.

Credit where credit isn’t due As the
receasion conlinees Lo hile, woarryvingly
a third of Eritons are relying an credit
cards to make ezmential purchases
such as Eod. [0 smerged This weel
that saome 3% of people admitted
Thiy wiol l B using thein plastic to
fund day-to-day purchases during the
hest part al the yeas, according to the
Past Office. Around 45% did not plan
1o pay off their credit card billsin full
wach momth - suggesting they will
accumulate mcreasing levels of debt as
e AT BOWES 040,

‘WindFall's Fall There was bad news
1|'||5 week Tof a million castomers of
insuramce giank Aviva lowner of Ehe
Rorwich Unicn Beand), which has
backtradied oma pledge to hand them
windlall payments dveraging E1,000
wach, Britain's large st insarer said
sharp falls an the stockmarkels meean
i i gimal afer ig no longer Fasr to
shareholders. It was dwe to come from
e formn's "inkveried estate™ - surplus
money built up in & with-peofits
rund:. ‘W are working closely with
prlicyhakler advocste 1o see how
'I\enn restructure par offer,” added

Tl o Uiy,

Evwery 050 el pa Tesco is giving &

50 gift card 1o ]l mew life insasEnee
customerswho get a quobe by 4 March
and 1ake cit the palicy, The offer s
available on the supermarket giant's
Toaar conver opEioms, The g8t cand can be
SPENE in-stare or at petnol statians.
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